
Welcome
Welcome to the newest members of our  
RJ Reynolds community and welcome 
back to our returning families!! 2013-2014 
promises to be another exciting year at RJ 
Reynolds High School! On January 15, 2013, 
our extraordinary institution turned 90 – 
how fortunate we are to be a part of such 
rich history and tradition, while also 
enjoying a dynamic and growing 
environment!

One important tradition that truly sets 
Reynolds apart is our tremendous parent 
involvement. Last year, you logged more 
than 13,000 amazing volunteer hours and 
raised a record-breaking $131,000 in our 
Legacy Campaign! That being said, we are 
not a community who is satisfied to rest 
on our laurels, so this year we need even 
more parents and families involved!

The North Carolina PTA mission is “to 
make every child’s potential a reality 
by engaging and empowering families and 
communities to advocate for all children.” 
So exactly how do YOU make that happen?

•	Join the PTSA!! Membership only 
costs $5 and is automatically included 
with your Legacy donation of $10 or more.

•	Stay Informed by attending the  
many meetings and events offered by  
the PTSA and school including: 
Freshman Orientation, Open House, 
Senior Night for Parents, Homecoming, 
the Registration Fair and PTSA meetings! 
Dates for all these events are included  
in this newsletter’s calendar.

•	Check out all the Volunteer 
Opportunities outlined later in this 
newsletter and sign-up today or turn in 
your form at Orientation or Open House. 
There really is something for everyone! 

•	Donate to the Legacy Campaign to 
ensure our teachers and students have 
the tools they need to succeed. No gift is 
too small…or of course, too large!

•	Stay Connected by signing up for the 
PTSA e-newsletter, checking the RJR 
website often, following Pine Whispers 
online and our school’s various Twitter 
accounts. See inside for details!

•	Give us Your Ideas and suggestions! 
We want to hear from you – just email 
us at lkcarter@triad.rr.com.

All of our time, talent and treasures are 
equally important to the success of our 
school and our children. Some of us have 
one hour a month or less to give, others 
can volunteer ten hours a week. Some 
families can contribute $10, others $1,000 
or more. Whether you bake cookies, tutor 
students, plant flowers, work in concessions, 
answer phones or donate money, your 
contributions are meaningful, significant 
and truly make a difference! 

Thank you in advance for making 2013-
2014 the best year in Reynolds’ history!

Mark Your Calendars for

9th Grade 
Orientation!
Wednesday, August 21 

8:55 am – 3:40 pm

To make sure that every rising 9th 
grader begins their career as a Demon 
with all the information they need, 
we’ve planned an outstanding day of 
orientation beginning at 8:55 am on 
August 21st! All 9th graders will 
receive their schedules, tour the  
school and meet their teachers. 

Parents can accompany their students 
on the walkthrough of their schedules 
at 1 pm and then attend the 9th Grade 
Parent Meeting at 3:10 pm in the 
beautiful Reynolds Auditorium.

Lisa and Greg Carter, PTSA Presidents and Melissa and Pete Fisch, Booster Club Presidents

A PTSA 
PubLICATIOn

FALL 2013
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CONTACT INFORMATION:
Front Office 703-4145
Student Services/Guidance Office 703-4146
Principal Patrick Olsen 

polsen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Lead Secretary Diana Kelly 

dkelly2@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Front Office Secretary Tracy Shore 

tmmurphy@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Assistant Principals David Friedman 

defriedman@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
David Small 
dsmall@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Freda Smith 
asmith@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Assistant Principal 
Secretary/Main Office

Susan Gordon 
sgordon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Curriculum & Testing 
Coordinator

Mary Bergstone 
mgbergstone@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Student Services 
Secretary

Donna Holbrook 
dholbroo@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Director of Student 
Services/Counselor

A-B: Nicole Beale  
 NBBeale@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
C-G: Amy Williams 
 ajwilliams@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
H-Mc: Lisa Lara 
 llara@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Md-Sa: Mary Anne McClain 
 mmcclain@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Sb-Z: Starr Brown-Hayes 
 smbrown2@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Director of Arts 
Magnet

Karen Morris 
ksmorris@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Athletic Director Brad Fisher 
bmfisher@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

PTSA Presidents Lisa & Greg Carter 
lkcarter@triad.rr.com

Booster Club 
Presidents

Melissa & Pete Fisch 
mfisch55@hotmail.com or  
pfisch@ghcfoundation.com

It is an exciting time here at RJR!. The 
summer has been busy completing the 
following improvements:
•	New paint, ceilings and lights in the 

hallways;
•	New air conditioning unit in the 

History Building;
•	Carpet replaced in the Media Center;
•	New and efficient heating system 

installed in the main building; and
•	57 computers replaced in 2 labs and 

Media Center.

In addition, the faces of staff amid the 
pines will look different at RJR. There 
have been several new teachers hired this 
summer. Students can anticipate new 
faces in these departments:
•	Up to 5 new teachers in the Math 

Department;
•	3 new teachers in the Science Department;
•	1 new Business Teacher;
•	1 new Physical Education Teacher; and,
•	1 new Spanish Teacher.

As I reflect 
upon the past 
year, I am very 
grateful for all 
of the parents 
and PTSA 
members who 
work so hard 
to make RJR 
an outstanding 
place to work 
and learn. The cooperation and relationship 
between the school and parents is 
nothing like I have ever seen. 

Together we have a first class high school. I 
am very proud and honored to be your 
Principal at Reynolds High School and 
am looking forward to making the 
upcoming school year even more exciting 
than the last. 

I look forward to the great things we can 
accomplish together! 

Principal Olsen

 Greetings from Principal Olsen

Stop by Student Services, otherwise 
known as the guidance office, on any given 
day and you are likely to observe a great 
variety of activity. You are certainly going 
to witness an office full of energy and 
people eager to help. Many students and 
parents only encounter their counselor 
when picking their classes, changing their 
classes, or having a parent conference, so 
we wanted to share a few of the “non-
schedule related” services we provide:

•	Free College Counseling – Not only 
do we help students pick classes to “open 
doors” after high school, we also help 
students create a list of potential colleges, 
complete applications, proofread essays, 
prepare for interviews, search for 
scholarships, and choose the best college 
to attend (no, we don’t choose the  
college for you!).

•	Free Counseling – We help students 
with a variety of personal/social concerns. 
We do short-term counseling in all areas 
of mental health. Does your RJR student 
seem anxious or depressed? Make an 
appointment with your student’s 
counselor.

•	Free Time Management/Study 
Skills Strategies – While none of us 
will tutor your student in math or biology, 
we will be happy to help him/her navigate 
the often stressful and busy world of high 
school. We help students use planners, 
calendars, and even have a time 
management plan for the non-planner.

•	Parent Workshops – Throughout the 
school year, we provide a variety of 
evening parent sessions. The first of  
this school year is scheduled for 
September 10, 2013 at 6:30 pm  
in the media center. Come check out 

“Senior Night” where we discuss 
applying to college, paying for college, 
graduation information, and more. 

The bottom line is we are all here to help 
your student throughout his/her high school 
experience. The more time we spend with 
your students, the less we have to spend on 
paperwork! So, have your student make an 
appointment with his/her counselor – even 
if he/she has no schedule conflict and loves 
his/her classes and teachers. We can’t wait 
to work with all of them!

Counselor Assignments: 
•	nicole beale (last names beginning 

with A - B)
•	Amy Williams (C - G)
•	Lisa Lara (H – Mc)
•	Mary Anne McClain (Md – Sa)
•	Starr brown-Hayes (Sb – Z)

 More Than Schedules ... Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRCollege
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 Find Your Way

Fun Fact:
RJR had 5 National Merit 
Scholarship finalists and 
2 National Achievement 

Award winners.

RJR had $12,288,296  
in total scholarships for 

the class of 2013!

As you may have heard, WSFCS is converting 
from Parent Assist to Power School and as of 
the printing of this newsletter, that conversion 

is not complete.

While we intend to mail student schedules  
in mid-August once again this year, that  

transition may affect our plans! 

Make sure to attend Open House on  
August 21 to receive a new, or updated,  

copy of your schedule from your  
homeroom teacher.

NOTE
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•	First Day of School Monday, August 26.
•	9th Grade Orientation Wednesday, 

August 21, 8:55 am-3:40 pm. 
•	Open House for 10th – 12th graders 

Wednesday, August 21, 6:30-8:30 pm 
PTSA general membership meeting is at 
6:30 pm and the school will be CLOSED 
until the meeting is over! Following the 
meeting, report to homerooms until you are 
dismissed. Visit classrooms until 8:30 pm.

•	School start time 8:55 am Anyone 
arriving between 8:55 am and 9 am will  
be given a late pass from a “Hall Sweeper”. 
After 9 am, students must report to the 
main office. Students must be accompanied 
by a parent or a note from a parent or doctor.

•	Go to www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us and select 
RJ Reynolds High School from the “select 
a school” dropdown box to access bell 
schedules, student services, athletic and 
arts magnet information, teacher web 
pages, and more.

•	E-mail RJRCommunications@gmail.com 
with the word “SubSCRIbE” in the subject 
line to sign up for our PTSA Weekly E-mail 
Newsletter published on Fridays. This is 
our best way to communicate with you, so 
take advantage of it! If you don’t have e-mail,  
a copy of the e-mail newsletter is posted on 
the website and available in the office.

•	Periodic “Chat with Pat” sessions will 
continue in 2013-14. Stay tuned to the 
PTSA Newsletter for dates and times!

•	breakfast is served in the Cafeteria from 
8:25 to 8:55 am and lunch is served during 
3rd period in three lunch segments 
between noon and 2 pm. Your student’s 
lunchtime will change during the course 
of the year and may alternate on A and B 
days. Breakfast is $2.10. Lunch is $2.65. 

•	The Parent Portal on Power School 
will replace Parent Assistant! You will still 
be able to check your student’s academic 
progress and attendance throughout the 
quarter, as well as your student’s schedule 
for a specific date (no more guessing if it 
is “A-day” or “B-day”). User names and 
passwords provided in previous years are 
still valid. New users can sign up at Open 
House or in Student Services. You will be 
required to show a photo ID. 

•	Visit The Demon Shop to stock up on 
Demon Wear, Wednesdays and Fridays 

during lunch (noon-2 pm). Demon Wear 
will also be on sale at Open House, home 
football games and special events. 

•	This year, FREE Customized RJR 
Planners, including the RJR Student 
Handbook, will be distributed to ALL 
students via homerooms. Read the RJR 
Student Handbook, which your student 
will bring home. A copy can be found in 
Student Services if you miss it. Make note 
of the new Academic Integrity Policy and 
updates to the Dress Code! 

•	Link your Harris Teeter VIC Card to our 
school (code #4261) and raise money for 
RJR. Your card must be re-linked every year!

•	Reynolds boasts nearly 40 clubs and 
organizations for all kinds of student 
interests. If you can’t find a club that  
fits, start one! A list of clubs and faculty 
advisors can be found in the student 
section of the RJR website. 

•	Students only report to their assigned 
Homeroom at 8:55 am the first ten days 
of school, then once a quarter for report 
card distribution and several other times 
for specific purposes. Homeroom 
assignments will be posted throughout 
the building when needed, available on 
the website and printed on student 
schedules mailed home in mid-August. 

•	There are several “visitor” parking 
spaces for parents who come during school 
hours near the picnic area and in front of 
the Arts Building (behind Auditorium). If 
none of these spaces are available, 30-minute 
parking is available on the school side of 
Hawthorne Road between the school sign 
corner and the Auditorium driveway. 

•	The Main Office is on the first floor of 
the main building. Go to the cafeteria side 
and enter through the triple doors (front 
entrance); office is on the right. Tracy Shore 
is at the front desk and Diana Kelly is our 
Lead Secretary. The entrance to Student 
Services is directly across from the front 
entrance and the “landing” entrance on the 
auditorium side puts you on the second 
floor at the doors to the media center. 
There are stairwells at every corner. 

•	Student parking stickers are available 
for $115 and will go on sale in the Main Office 
the first week of August from 9 am-3 pm 
(excluding lunch). Stickers are sold on a 
first-come, first-serve basis due to limited 

parking spaces. Similar to the 2012-2013 
school year, there will be NO assigned 
parking spaces again this year.

•	School dress cannot include any kind of 
head cover or sunglasses. Clothing with 
logos for alcohol or tobacco is prohibited, 
as are halter tops, tank tops, and exposed 
midriffs. The complete Dress Code and 
other student expectations can be found in 
the Student Handbook. Remember: just 
because it zips, doesn’t mean it fits!

•	Students from across the county travel 
daily to the Career Center to take 
technical and Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses not offered at their home school. 
For directions, information about 
parking, courses, or other questions, go to 
www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us and select Career 
Center from “select a school” dropdown 
box. Dr. Dennis Moser is the principal.

•	First football game is August 23  
@ East Forsyth. August 30 @ Carver. 
First home football game is September 6 
against Ashe County.

•	Parent -Teacher Conferences can be 
scheduled via e-mail with the individual 
teacher for class-specific discussions. 
Teacher email addresses are located on the 
directory page of the RJR website. For 
conferences involving all teachers or other 
issues, please contact Donna Holbrook, or 
your assigned guidance counselor, in 
Student Services at 703-4146, to set up 
appointments (conferences usually take 
place at 8:15 am). 

•	The policy regarding Senior Exemptions 
is still under review by Central Office. 
Stay tuned for more information!

•	Attendance Policy: Documentation for 
absences must be brought to the attendance 
desk within two days of returning to 
school to be excused. Students with six or 
more unexcused absences in a quarter 
may receive an administrative F for that 
quarter. See the Student Handbook for a 
detailed explanation.

•	WSFCS will begin rolling out their new 
“bring Your Own Device” models. 
Several RJR teachers attended training 
over the summer and will be piloting the 
programs designed to support learning and 
instruction. Be on the look-out for more 
information!

 Too Much to Tweet
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nov.
1 Teacher Work Day –  

No School
2 SAT
4 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg. 
7 7 pm All County Chorus 

Concert 
8 December SAT 

Registration Deadline
 December ACT 

Registration Deadline
11 Veteran’s Day –  

No School
13 NCAA Letter of Intent 

Signing Date
13 7 pm Practice  

SAT Score Review
14 7 pm RJR Civic  

Orchestra Concert 
16 Matt Gfellar Memorial 

Doughnut Run
18 6:30 pm  

Booster Club Meeting
19 7 pm Chorus Concert
23 7 pm All County Band 

Concert
26  10 am Thanksgiving 

Assembly
27-29 Thanksgiving Break –  

No School

17 8-11 am Building and 
Grounds Clean Up Day

19 8 am Hospitality Breakfast  
for Teachers

19 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg.
20 6-8 pm Career Center  

Open House
21 8:55 am-3:40 pm  

9th Grade Orientation
21 6:30-6:45 pm PTSA 

General Meeting
 6:45-8:30 pm  

Open House
23 September ACT  

Registration Deadline
26 First Day of School
26 6:30 pm Booster Club Mtg.

2 Labor Day – No School
6 October SAT  

Registration Deadline
9 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg.
10 6:30 pm Senior Parent 

Mtg., Media Center
16 6:30 pm Booster Club Mtg.
21  ACT
25 6:30 pm Princeton Review 

“Getting In” 
27 October ACT Registration 

Deadline
30 5-8 pm College Fair, 

Benton Convention Ctr.

sept.

aug. jan.

1 7 pm Orchestra Concert
5 7 pm Band Concert
7 SAT
14  ACT
18 7 pm Holiday Showcase
21  Winter Break –  

No School: Dec 21-Jan 5
27 January SAT  

Registration Deadline

TBD 9 am Free Practice ACT
TBD 7 pm Practice ACT  

Score Review
6 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg.
7 6:30 pm Dance Concert
8 6:30–8:30 pm  

Reynolds Revue
9 –17 Tentative Exam Dates – 

Subject to Change 
10 February ACT Registration 

Deadline
11 7 pm A Cappella Jam 

Concert
13 Snow Date for  

Reynolds Revue
13 6:30 pm Booster Club Mtg.
17 End of Quarter
20-21 No School –  

MLK/Teacher Work Day 
25 SAT  
25 7 pm All County Dance
28-29 Key Club Follies Tryouts

7 Graduation & SAT
11 Last Day of School
14 ACT

4-7 Shakespeare Week
5 NCAA Letter of Intent 

Signing Date
7 March SAT  

Registration Deadline
8 ACT
10 6:30-8:30 pm  

Registration Fair for Rising 
9th-12th graders/2nd 
General PTSA Mtg.

12 Snow Date for  
Reynolds Revue

17 No School –  
Teacher Work Day

feb.

june

apr.

1 6:30 pm Dance Concert
3 SAT
5 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg.
5-9 National Teacher 

Appreciation Week
5-16 AP Exams
9 Teacher Appreciation 

Luncheon 
9 June SAT and ACT 

Registration Deadlines
12 All Sports Celebration
20 7 pm Chorus Concert
21 7 pm Orchestra Concert
22 6:15 pm 3rd General 

PTSA Board Meeting 
 7 pm Band Concert
23 10 am Class Day 

Assembly & Senior Picnic
26 Memorial Day – 

No School
28  Tentative Exam Dates: 

May 28-Jun 11  
(Subject to Change)

may

TBD Building and Grounds 
Clean Up Day

4 May SAT Registration 
Deadline

11 7 pm Key Club Follies
12 ACT
15 5:30 pm All County 

Orchestra Concert 
16 NCAA Letter of Intent 

Signing Date
18 No School – Good Friday
21 No School –  

Teacher Work Day

3 November SAT 
Registration Deadline

4 Homecoming Tailgate  
and RJR vs. Parkland 

5 SAT
5 1-3 pm Building & Grounds 

Clean Up Day
9 National Honor  

Society Inductions
18  RJR Reflections Contest: 

Entry Deadline
19 9 am Free Practice SAT
24-26 7 pm Fall Drama
26 ACT
29 7 pm Band Concert
31 End of Quarter

oct. dec.

Inclement Weather 
The first two days of school missed due to inclement weather will not be made up by students. Snow Make-Up 

Dates for three or more missed days: Nov. 27, Feb 17, April 21, June 12, June 13, March 28, June 16, June 17.

2013-2014                                  RJR Calendar

7 April ACT  
Registration Deadline

8 SAT
10 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg.
17 6:30 pm Booster Club Mtg.
20-22 7 pm Spring Musical
27 End of Quarter
28 Spring Break – No School: 

Mar 28– April 6

mar.
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2013-2014 Season
Arts Express is a program unique to Reynolds that delivers 
students right to the door of some of the finest performing arts  
in the Triad. Throughout the year, RJR students will have free 
transportation (supported by the PTSA Legacy Campaign) and 
reduced-price tickets (supported by our wonderful Community 
Partners) to professional and university performing arts events. 

Special thanks to this year’s community partners: Twin City Stage, 
Winston-Salem Theatre Alliance, Piedmont Opera, Fletcher Opera 
Institute, and River Run Film Festival.

Students who purchase their season tickets in advance will 
receive a free T-shirt and even lower rates! Tickets for the 
entire season are only $35 and will be on sale during Open House, 
Freshman Orientation, and in the Magnet Office (back corner of the 
media center) until the middle of September. Tickets for individual 
shows will be sold the month before each event in the Magnet Office.

Take advantage of these great prices and purchase your season 
tickets before the first event. All trips will be supervised by Reynolds 
faculty. Students will ride WSFCS buses from the Arts Building to the 
performance and back. Get involved by volunteering to be a parent 
chaperone. Contact Karen Morris at ksmorris@wsfcs.k12.nc.us for 
more information. Keep in touch with RJR arts programs on Twitter 
@RJRArts and find us on Facebook at RJ Reynolds Arts.

Join The Marching Demons 
Marching Band offers several benefits to both current high school 
students and students new to RJ Reynolds. The group is very 
tight-knit, but very welcoming to new members. The group 
rehearses two days weekly, performing at Friday Football games, as 
well as three to four marching band competitions a year. 

Last year, the Marching Demons celebrated our 90th anniversary, 
making us one of the oldest organizations at Reynolds and the oldest 
marching band in the WSFC Schools! Join our proud tradition and 
email Mr. James for more information: DPJames@wsfcs.k12.nc.us. 

Get a jump on the season! Band Camp is required for all new and 
returning marchers. Also, if you signed up for band next year you 
need to email Mr. James to let him know what instrument you play. 

 All Aboard the Arts Express

•	Les Miserables September 26 Winston-Salem Theatre  
Alliance 7:30 SECCA  

•	The Flying Dutchman October 23 Piedmont Opera  
•	Tales of Hoffman January 29 UNCSA
•	South Pacific March 12 Piedmont Opera
•	Great Gatsby April 2 Twin City Stage 
•	River Run Film Screening UNCSA or a/perture cinema

Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRArts

Fun Fact:
22 RJR students were 

selected for  
All-County Band; 12  

All-District Honors Band;  
2 All-State Band 

Fun Fact:
In the 2012-2013 Reflections Arts Contest, two RJR 

students won at the state level in the literature category 
and film category and one RJR student won first place 

in the visual arts category at the district level.

Get In Touch With  
Your Inner Artist!

Reflections Arts Contest 2013-2014 Theme: 
“believe, Dream, Inspire” 

Due Date: October 18, 2013
Reflections is a National PTA contest that encourages creativity 
and lifelong learning while offering recognition for artistic endeavors 
of students in preschool through grade 12 to enhance the quality of 
arts education. Categories for the Reflections Arts Contest include: 
Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music 
Composition, Photography, Visual Arts, and Special Artists. For more 
information email Lana Young at younghouselana@gmail.com.
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 RJR PTSA
PTSA Members and Volunteers 
Energize RJR 
Joining the Reynolds High School Parent 
Teacher Student Association (PTSA) and 
getting involved at RJR guarantees you will 
have fun, meet new people, share talents and 
stay informed. These are the easiest and most 
effective ways RJR parents, staff members 
and students can positively impact the 
success of ALL at Reynolds High School.

There are two ways to join the PTSA:
•	Contribute a minimum of $10 to the 

Legacy Campaign and automatically 
receive one PTSA membership. 

•	Complete the PTSA membership 
form (available at Freshman Orientation 
and Open House) and return it to the 
main office with a $5 per member 
payment. If you have questions about 
membership, contact Gina Caudill at 
vcaudill1@triad.rr.com. 

There are MANY ways to volunteer at RJR:
•	Read, complete and return the 

Volunteer Form included in this newsletter.
•	Contact PTSA Presidents Lisa and 

Greg Carter at lkcarter@triad.rr.com and 
let them know how you want to help.

It’s a great time to be at Reynolds High 
School! Your support will continue our 
strong tradition of excellences in 
academics, the arts, athletics and service.

Pine Whispers Keeps  
You in the Know 24/7! 
The Reynolds student newspaper 
enjoyed a very successful launch of its 
online and social media presence 
during the 2012-13 school year. Are 
you new to the RJR family? Get a taste 
of what Reynolds is all about by visiting 
PineWhispers.com to see what we 
covered last year! From breaking news 
such as the football stadium vote to 
“you heard it here first” info on new 
lunch schedules and other important 
updates, follow us on Twitter, like us at 
Facebook.com/PineWhispers, and find 
us on Instagram @RJRPineWhispers. 

Need to Reach  
1,700 Students and 
Their Families?
Local businesses can help support the 
award-winning student newspaper 
which was featured on the front page of 
the Winston-Salem Journal last spring 
while also spreading the word about the 
products and services they offer to our 
1,700 students by advertising in Pine 
Whispers. Advertisers can choose print 
or online editions, or both! Discounts 
are available for advertisers purchasing 
space prior to September or for those 
who advertise in all eight print editions. 

ESL Tutoring Volunteers Needed
One of the great strengths of Reynolds High School is its diversity. But Reynolds  
is even more diverse than most of us realize as we attend a football game or 
volunteer on campus. Among our 1,700 students, are more than 100 
students from more than 30 different countries. 

Many of these students would benefit from one-on-one tutoring. To be an ESL 
tutor, you do not need to speak Spanish or Korean or Tagalog. You just need to 
speak English and have a little time to help an ESL student with Biology or 
English or World History or Algebra. 

An information session will be held in September. Tutoring slots are available each 
day, throughout the day. No planning by the tutor is required. If you are interested 
in being an ESL tutor, or simply want to learn more about the program, please 
contact Deborah Casstevens (debcasstevens@triad.rr.com) or Kathy McLean 
(kathymclean@bellsouth.net). 

 Journalism Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRPineWhispers

Please contact adviser Steve Hanf at smhanf@wsfcs.k12.nc.us with  
questions about the journalism program or about advertising in  

Pine Whispers and the 2014 Black & Gold Yearbook.

It’s never Too Early to Think About 
the black & Gold Yearbook!
We sold out of the 2013 Black & Gold Yearbook 
one week after books arrived in May. Ordering 
the right number of yearbooks is a dicey 
proposition: rely too much on pre-order numbers 
and run short; overestimate how many will 
want a book AFTER delivery and be stuck with 
tons of extras books and costs. Help ensure you 
get a copy of this 400-page collection of 
memories by ordering early! 

Visit the following link to get the pre-sale discount 
price of $50: www.YearbookOrderCenter.com, 
Order No. 10595 for RJR. Or, be on the 
lookout for online/phone ordering reminders 
during the fall months.

Parents of seniors can honor their special graduate 
in the 2014 yearbook with Senior Ads ranging 
from a quarter-page to a full page. We also 
welcome business ads from dozens of 
supporters each year. 

buildings & Grounds Day
August 17, 2013 • 8 – 11 am

Volunteers and students looking to get service 
hours before school starts, we need your 
help! Let’s make our campus look great! While 
we’ve worked through the summer on various 
projects, there’s still much to do before Open 
House. So bring work gloves and any other yard 
tools that you find helpful! Email Lynn Gwyn at 
lhgwyn@gmail.com with any questions. Even 
if you can only work an hour, we are glad to 
have you!
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 RJR Sports

Renowned Reynolds  
Rowdies Want You!
Rowdies Presidents:
•	Drew Fisch
•	Houston Hough
•	Dylan Rainey

If you think the success of our sports teams is fueled by dedication, hard work, and a 
thorough study of their sport…well, you’re right…..BUT don’t discount the huge rush 
they get from the earsplitting, hilarious Reynolds Rowdies – our student cheering section! 
It’s all good fun with themes declared on the afternoon announcements and Twitter! 

Don’t forget to get your Rowdies T-shirt as soon as they go on sale because quantities are 
limited! We expect to see all RJR students on the bleachers, in front of the cheerleaders,  
at the first football game of the season, August 23 at East Forsyth.

boosters and Football 
Concessions
need Your Help!
All parents of RJR athletes, including 
freshmen, are asked to work the concession 
stand. Revenues go directly to the Booster 
Club to benefit the entire athletic department 
— from uniforms, field maintenance, 
protective equipment, senior blankets, to the 
Hall of Fame and more! Individual teams 
will be contacted by our Concessions 
Volunteer Coordinators: Bryan Myers, 
 Amy Ciaccia and Leigh Hatling. So when 
your team calls, help us out!

See the RJR calendar for Booster Club 
meeting dates. 

 

Fun Fact:
RJR hosts more than  

40 extra-curricular  
activities and clubs. 

Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRAthletics

Follow us on Twitter  
@ReynoldsRowdies

Save the Date for the  
RJR Homecoming Celebration
Friday, October 4, 2013
At 7:30 pm on Friday, October 4, RJR will kick off this year’s Homecoming game against 
Parkland High School at Deaton-Thompson Stadium. But, before the game, you will not want 
to miss this year’s Pre-Game Celebration with more fun, food and Demon fans than 
you’ve ever seen! All RJR students and all “Paschal” and above Legacy donors enjoy a 
complimentary tailgate meal. So mark your calendars now and look for more details soon!  
If you are interested in helping this year please contact Ashby Hopkins at jthiii@triad.rr.com.

Fun Fact:
We had approximately 

349 volunteers with over 
13,000 hours for the 

2012-2013 school year.   

Fun Fact:
RJ Reynolds Dancing 

Boots won first place in the 
Varsity High Kick category 

at the Varsity Universal 
Dance Association (UDA) 
Carolina Championship 

competition in Greensboro 
and qualified for the 

National Dance Team 
Championship at Walt 
Disney World Resort in 

Orlando, Florida! 



Home Game Locations
•	Deaton-Thompson Stadium is our Home Field for Football and Lacrosse. Take 

Peter’s Creek Parkway South past I-40. Exit on West Clemmonsville Road and turn 
right. Stadium is on the right behind the old Griffith Elementary School. Address is 1401 
W. Clemmonsville Rd.

•	bolton is our Home Field for all Soccer and Field Hockey Games. It’s next to Bolton 
Elementary School and behind Forsyth Tech’s West Campus off Bolton Drive, near the 
Silas Creek Parkway interchange. 

•	Hanes Park is our Home Field for Tennis, baseball, and Softball.
•	Track & Cross Country practice at Hanes Park but all meets are away. 
•	Women’s Field Hockey Practice is at The Children’s Home field. Go into the 

property off Reynolda Road and turn left at the first intersection. Field is on the right. 
Games are at bolton Stadium.

•	Golf plays at Winston Lake. 
•	Volleyball, basketball and Wrestling are in Reynold’s bryson Gym. 
See “Stadium Update” below for exciting news regarding new practice fields which we 
hope will be open this fall! 
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 RJR Sports

RJ Reynolds Stadium and  
Practice Field Moving Forward
In December 2012, the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Board of Education approved 
the proposed site for the RJ Reynolds stadium. The stadium will be located between Wiley 
Middle School and the RJ Reynolds High School Gymnasiums on property owned by 
the Winston-Salem Forsyth County School System. The proposal approved in 
December 2012 includes the following components:
•	Construct a new multi-sport athletic stadium for RJ Reynolds and Wiley Middle School. 
•	Demolish the existing Wiley Middle School gymnasium and construct a new 

gymnasium. 
•	Develop practice fields within walking distance of RJ Reynolds high school (on the 

corner of Reynolda Rd. and Northwest Blvd.)

Home Field Advantage, Inc. was given approval to raise funds to design and 
construct the stadium, the Wiley gym and the practice field. The practice field project is 
underway and teams should be practicing there this fall. Fundraising is taking place for  
the stadium project and a kick-off is planned early in the school year. 

Please contact Kathryn Spanos (klspanos@bellsouth.net) if you would like to be 
involved in stadium planning or fundraising. For more information please visit the 
website www.rjreynoldshomefield.com.

Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRAthletics

Fun Fact:
78 students and three 

clubs earned the 
Presidential Service Award 

for their service to our 
school and community.

Show Your School 
Spirit!  

Deck Yourself Out at  
The Demon 

Shop!
Demon Wear will be available at Open 
House on Wednesday, August 21 and 

then at The Demon Shop in the 
cafeteria, at home football games and 

special events this Fall. 

 Demon Shop Hours in RJR Cafeteria: 
Wednesdays & Fridays during lunch, 

12–2 pm

Volunteers for the Demon Shop are 
needed and welcome! Please email 

Melissa Workman  
at raymeli@triad.rr.com.
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2012-2013  
Sports Highlights 
•	8 Signed to Play in College

•	27 Fall Sport All-Conference players 

•	Women’s Field Hockey Team was the 
Runner-up in State Championship

•	22 Winter All-Conference Players 

•	49 Spring All-Conference Players 

•	Boys Tennis Team was State Runner-up

•	CPC Tennis Singles Champion 

•	CPC, Region and State Tennis  
Doubles Champions

•	Conference Titles in Girls Field 
Hockey, Girls Tennis, Boys Swimming, 
Boys Tennis, Girls Lacrosse, Boys 
Lacrosse, Boys Golf

Sports Contact Information
Medical Release Forms: Remember, every sport requires a current medical release 
form before the first official practice. Forms are in the office or on the RJR Athletics page 
www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/reynoldsathletics. Scroll to the bottom of the page to download 
the form.

Coaches’ Schedules and e-mails are all on the website under “Athletics/Sports Schedules”.

Athletic Director Brad Fisher bmfisher@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Assistant Athletic Director Cris Wiley ccwiley@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Fall Sports
Football Scott Saalweachter jssaalweachter@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

JV Football David Hamlin dahamlin@wfcs.k12.nc.us

Cheerleading Stephanie Nichols RJReynoldsCheer@gmail.com 

JV Cheerleading Shena Nelson smnelson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Dancing Boots Caitlin Reece jcreece@wsfcs. k12.nc.us

Women’s Tennis Johnny Highsmith jhighsmith@primelending.com

Men’s Cross Country Ryan Solomon wrsolomon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s Cross Country Seth Beale swbeale@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Soccer Adam Gal aggal@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s JV Soccer Steven Mabe

Women’s Golf Mike McCulloch mmcculloch@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

Volleyball Michelle Collins mmcollins@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

JV Volleyball Kevin Troupe opus360.kevin@gmail.com

Field Hockey Ansley Browning ansley.browning@me.com

Winter Sports
Men’s Basketball Billy Martin wlmartin@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s JV Basketball Mike Coker mcoker2@sprint.blackberry.net

Women’s Basketball Johnathan Gainey johnathan.b.gainey@va.gov

Women’s JV Basketball Andrea Maine amaine@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Wrestling James Alexander jalexand@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Swimming Alex Black alexswim74@hotmail.com

Indoor Track Ryan Solomon wrsolomon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Spring Sports
Baseball Doug Welch dwelch@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Softball Jim Collins collins-jc@live.com

Women’s Soccer Franny Apel mfapel@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s JV Soccer Leane Kuhner lkuhner@hotmail.com

Men’s Tennis AJ Highsmith ah71050@appstate.edu

Men’s JV Tennis Cris Wiley ccwiley@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Golf Lewis Green lgreengolf@aol.com

Men’s Track Alan Rice arrun@windstream.net

Women’s Track Ryan Solomon wrsolomon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Lacrosse Jim O’Neill jimoneill12@hotmail.com

Men’s JV Lacrosse Robert Hughett RHughett@aol.com

Women’s Lacrosse Brynn Lewallen brynn.lewallen@gmail.com

Women’s JV Lacrosse David Hamlin dahamlin@wfcs.k12.nc.us

 RJR Sports
Get updated:

Text @RJRA to  
(657) 214-5866 to get text 
updates sent to your phone 

when there are cancellations 
of athletic events.

Follow us on  
Twitter @RJRAthletics

Fun Fact:
Reynolds claimed the top male 
and female local winners for the 

Elk’s Most Valuable Student 
awards, two of 10 Jaycees’ Young 

Leader Awards and a Stratford 
Rotary winner.

Harris Teeter  
VIC Code: 4261 for RJR.

PLEASE activate this.  
needs to be re-activated EVERY year!
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 RJ Reynolds High School Legacy Campaign
Please check the appropriate giving level and 
return this completed form to the address below.

To take full advantage of your benefits, please 
return your donation ASAP. Donor packets will be 
available during Open House at the Legacy table.

How to make your gift:

•	Make check payable to RJReynolds High School PTSA
•	Mail to: RJR Legacy Fund 

301 N. Hawthorne Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104

•	Pay by PayPal on the Reynolds website PTSA Legacy page
Questions? Email Megan and Rick Erickson at RJRLegacy@gmail.com

M	 Moore Legacy: $2,000 and above 
Please send parking pass voucher:  M	Yes     M	No

M	 Joyner Legacy: $1,000 – $1,999  

M	 Tandy Legacy: $500 – $999  

M	 Deaton Legacy: $250 – $499  

M	 Elrod Legacy: $100 – $249  

M	 Paschal Legacy: $25 – $99  

M	 Demon Level: $10 – $24

M	 Matching gift company (submit form with donation)

M	 Please contact me about becoming a corporate sponsor.

M	 I decline receipt of items listed under my giving level.

Name as you wish it to appear in donor publications or indicate anonymous

Address

City / State / Zip

Phone

Email Address

Student(s) Name(s) / Grade(s)

Donation Amount

RJ Reynolds is a special school with an extraordinary 90-year 
history and a rich tradition encompassing academics, athletics, 
and the arts. Beginning in 2007, the RJR PTSA and Booster Club 
joined forces to create an annual fundraiser called the Legacy 
Campaign. This Campaign offers parents, faculty, alumni, and 
community partners the opportunity to provide financial 
support critical to the continued excellence of programs 
at RJR. Thirty percent of the funds raised go directly to the 
Booster Club to support athletic teams, programs, and facilities. 
The remaining funds are distributed by the School Improvement 
Team (SIT) to meet requests from faculty and staff.

The campaign has several giving levels, all of which include 
“incentives” such as tickets to the Homecoming picnic, Village 

RJR Legacy Campaign 2013-2014

The 2012-2013 Legacy Campaign raised more than $130,000 for our school!  
Listed below are a few examples of purchases that were made possible through these donations.

Tavern gift cards, performing arts and sports passes – there’s 
something for everyone! 

Please join us in continuing this legacy of excellence at RJR by 
completing the Legacy form at the top of the page and sending  
it and your donation in today. New for 2013-2014: make your 
donation online through PayPal, which can be accessed via the 
Legacy Campaign link on the RJ Reynolds website. In addition, each 
family will receive Legacy Campaign materials in the mail, which 
includes a pledge card that may be used to make your donation.  

If you have any questions or need more information, please email 
Megan and Rick Erickson at RJRlegacy@gmail.com or stop by  
the Legacy Campaign table at Open House. Your gift makes a 
difference… and every gift counts!

booster Club
•	New Uniforms 
•	Field Rental Fees – Field Hockey, LAX
•	Bryson Gym – Refurbish Girls’ Locker Room 
•	Senior Blankets 
•	Field Maintenance – Bolton, Deaton-

Thompson, Children’s Home, Hanes Park
•	New Dugout – Softball
•	New Referee Stand – Volleyball 

Technology/Class Supplies
•	New Projector – RJR Auditorium
•	TI-34 Calculators – Math & Science
•	Whiteboards for Math, History, Science
•	English Novel Sets 
•	New Software – Pine Whispers
•	Media Center – Projector, Screens, TVs
•	New Computers – Guidance & 

Administration

Arts
•	Performance Uniforms – Chorus
•	Fall/Spring Guest Artists
•	Arts Magnet Program Support
•	Marching Band – Drum Carriers
•	30 Digital Cameras – Photography
•	Matt Gfeller Stage Performances
•	Smart Music Software
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HOMeCOMINg 
Friday, October 4, 7:30 pm

HOlIdAy SHOwCASe 
Wednesday, December 18, 7 pm

FAll dRAMA  
October 24-26, 7 pm

SpRINg MuSICAl  
March 20-22, 7 pm

RegISTRATION FAIR 
Monday, February 10, 6:30 pm

Key Club FOllIeS 
Friday, April 11, 7 pm

ACADEMIC TEAM MATCH 
especially if we are in the finals…
again!  Dates TBD

Checkout the RJR webpage often:  
www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/reynolds.

Read the Weekly Email newsletter.  
Email with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject 
line to RJRCommunications@gmail.com. 
Copies of the weekly newsletter are also 
posted on the RJR website and available in 
the Main Office.

Like us on Facebook: Pine Whispers,  
RJ Reynolds Arts and RJ Reynolds Home  
Field Advantage

Follow us on Twitter: @RJRAthletics,  
@RJRPineWhispers, @RJRArts, @RJRCollege 
(Student Services), @ReynoldsRowdies. 
Plus, many teachers and administrators  
have Twitter accounts too!

Keep this newsletter for dates and 
contact info!

Events You  
Just Can’t Miss 
This Year

Ways to Stay 
Connected with  
RJR news

75
1 1

2 2

3

3

4

4

5

6

7

Amid the Pines:  
RJR Alma Mater 

Amid the pines she proudly stands

To her our voices rise!

We always shall love her,

Dear old Reynolds High

(…rousing, stomping of feet!)

A school of great tradition,

Gives us all ambition.

Alma mater, alma mater,

Hail, our alma mater!


